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The encroachment to rural and agricultural areas in tourism destination
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Abstract

The research was aimed to analyze pattern of the encroachment to rural and
agricultural areas in the center of Kanchanaburi province which has been known for

tourism destination in Thailand. The study area covered the area being identified as rural
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and agricultural lands in the Kanchanaburi master plan with the focus of both sides of
Kwai Yai River. The research applied qualitative approach. Satellite image readings and
direct field survey were used to collect existing uses of land and building. Furthermore,
the details on planning regulation and building uses were requested from the Department
of Public Works and Town & Country Planning. To analyze data, content analysis approach
was used. The research findings revealed that 318.91 rais of build-up areas (4.21% of the
study area) were encroached to the rural and agricultural areas. Encroachment was found
in 3 types of land uses; row houses, commercial, and industrial uses. Row houses were
normally found throughout the study area, whereas the commercial buildings were found
in Moo. 3 Tambon Tha Ma Kham and the industrial uses were found along both sides of
the provincial highway no. 3305 in the western side of Kwai Yai River. In relation to the
building uses that were identified as ‘minor uses’ under the land use regulations or

compatible uses, little was found.

Keywords: encroachment, rural and agricultural areas, tourism destination province
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